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streams or fundamental types of life, called Rays,,
each of which has its own special and unchanging
characteristics.

Hence it follows that these seven types are to be
found among men and that all men must belong to one
or other of them. Fundamental differences of this sort
in the human race have always been recognised; a
century ago men were described as of the lymphatic
or the sanguine type, the vital or the phlegmatic; and
astrologers classify them under the names of the planets
as Jupiter men, Mars men, Venus or Saturn men, and
so on. But there is a better method of stating the basic
differences of disposition due to the channel through
which men happen to have come forth, and the special
qualities or principal characteristics of each of the seven
Rays may be given respectively as i. Strength, Will
or Power; 2. Wisdom; 3. Adaptability or Tact; 4.
Beauty or Harmony ; 5. Science (detailed knowledge);

6. Devotion; 7. Ordered Service (ceremonial magic
which invokes angelic help).

In the Occult Hierarchy (see Chapter X) the seven
Rays are clearly distinguished. The First or Ruling Ray
is governed by the Lord of the World ; at the head of the
Second Ray stands the Lord Buddha ; and under These
come respectively the Manu and the Bodhisattva of the
root-race which is predominant in the world at any given
time. The Mahachohan, parallel in rank with the last
Two, supervises all the other five Rays, each of which
nevertheless has also its own Head at the level of the
Chohan Initiation.

The seven Rays have their expression and corre-
spondences in the seven tones of the musical scale
and the seven colours of the solar spectrum. Each of
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